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To the Moſt Reverend Father in God, T H 0- 
MAS, by DivineProvidence, Archbiſhop 


of CANTERBURY. 30 
R = bring of thatgreat Excellency as to teach 
1s the Love of God, and our Neighbour, how 
to Reverence bim, aud bow to be tender-bearted to 
our Brethren, ſo as we may beſt enjoy our ſelves, and 
benefit others, I hope you will be pleaſed not to re- 
fuſe this enſuing Diſcourſe a juſt title to your Pa- © 
tronage.. 'Tis true, they who go. back from theſe 
Duties of Exemplary Piety and Charity, - neither © 
regard what Rules they bave preſcribed, nor what 
Prafice they have direfted, nor do they regard any 
thing that carries the face of Love and true \Mu- 
nificence, aud are only valiant in breaking tho(e 
Laws, which Heaven bath. made To ſuch 
a ſort of Men have commonly great Fudgments de- 
nounced againſt them. They are depriv'd of the 
Divine Proteion here while they live, and af- 
ter their Death no Man lamenteth. But on the | 
contrary, many. Bleſſings and Rewards are Entaild | 
upon Pious and Liberal, the Favour of God in par- | 
 - > ans doning | 


fi 
pF 1 

i - $a | 
5 


- 
ERS ade ow, -- 


doning our Sins, a promiſed Security from Incun- 
bent Evils, a bountiful Support under Affiions, 
aud at length a certain Reception into" Eternal Glo- 
ry. Cornelius was beard for his Devont Life and 
Alms-giving. But that I may not be 100 prolix, 
if you diſcern any Imperfetions in the Copy, let not 
theſe (,eleftial Graces, for my ſake, fall under any 
Imputation, that need no = Advocate as I am, 
or ſuch a common Pen, but one from an Angel's 
Wing to advance their Eſteem. 

here's a Beauty in Holineſs beyond that of State, 
and a Glory in Humility above the proud Inſcrip- 
| tion of Monarchs ; both theſe wait upon Charity and 
Integrity of Life, and are the only Ornaments of our 
Chriſtian Profeſiom But here that Diſreſpe@ you 
have tothe Diſregarders of theſe Duties,puts a ſtop to 
my Pen, forbidding me to be too curious in the de- 
 \ py of theſe Graces, which areſo eminently vi- 
ſible in your Life and Converſation. So that hopi 
your Candour and Good Temper will give afavourable 
Reception, to what I have Offered, I bumbly take 
my leave to Subſcribe my ſelf 


Your GRACE's 
| Moſt Obedient and Faithful Servant, 


7. GREGORT. 
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JAMES 1. 27. 
Pure and Onaefiled "Religion before God and the 
_ Father, is this, to viſt the Fatherleſs and the 


WW, iow 3 in their AffliFions, and to keep himfel 
 Unſpotted from the WW orld... | A nei 


V  Hoeyer lie be. that diokets into: his: Bible; 
' - witha finceredeſign, of receiving any 
benefit unto himſelf by ſodoing ; ought inall reaſon, 
to.avoid allfooliſhand: unprofitable Diſpurations; 
things that gender Strife: and in good-earneſt ap- . 
ply himſelf to the Pradtice: of his Duty, to obcy | 
when God-calls for his Obedience ;- for the Scrip- 
ture was not written to-beget Pride and: Diſputes, 
but Charity and Humility in the Minds of Men. 
The Goſpel. was defign'd, not only to:Exerciſe: 
the Underſtanding; but allo to influence the- Will, 
andentirely-to engage the AﬀeRtions in Heavenly : 
Matters, in a praQical Syſtem, wherein. we are- 
told that our very Thonghts are to be ſubje& to che 
Obedience: of: its Author. And if we: heartily 
believe and conſider, that. nothing elle but Unfeign- 
ed 
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(2) 
ed Purity can recommend us unto God, if we 
take it for granted, that without Holineſs no man 
{hall ſee him: Wekave littk reaſon to admire 
our Saviour calls his People l:ttle Flock, and that 
but few enter in at the freight Gate ; for if fo be 
Religion is to Overcome the World, to be Hea- 
venly minded, or in few words, to be like God, 
what will become of the greater part of Mankind, 
who are ſo much unlike hm? W hat man is inſtru- 
Red forthe Kingdom of God 2 Who then can be 
ſaved? Shall we riſe again to the ReſurreQion of 
the Juſt? Lord thou knoweſt! It fo be Religion 
be pure and undefiled, and admits nat of the [caſt 
vicious Immorallity, 'tis to be feared that many 
men continue very wicked, while they go un- 
der the ſacred Names of Chriſtians. For How is 
the =_ City become an Harlot, it was full of 
Fuagment, Righteouſneſs lodged in it, but now Mur- 
der. Thy Silver is become droſs, and thy Wine 
mixt with Water. Thy Princes are. Rebellious 
and Companions of Thieves ; every one loveth gifts 
and followeth after rewards, judge not the Fatber- 
leſs, neither doth the canſe- of the Widow come be- 


fore them, Ifa, 1. 21, 22, What then ſhall we 
: lay? 


| 
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fay ? ſhall we condemn the Religion of the bleſſed 
Feſus becauſe Iniquity does ſomuch abound ? God 
forbid ; his Religion is like hintelf, without ſpot or 
wrinkle, tis holy, juſt and good, but men cor- 
rupt it to their own deſtrugion. If you caſt an 
Eye back upon. the 1 3th: Verle of this Chapter, 
St James will tell you;that no man mult fay thathe 
is tempted of God,that is, lt no man charge God - 
with his Sins ; if menengageinany aickecacls be 
1t to themſelves, for God cannot be tempted, nei- 
ther temptettt he any one ; but every man is temp- 
ted when he is drawn away by hisown Luſt and 
enticed. We may therefore ſpare our {clves the 
trouble of ſearching out the Caules of our Miſeries, 
the Plague is m our own» Heart. The Juſt of our 
mind when it hath conceived, bringeth forth ſin; 
and fin when it is finiſhed_bringeth forth death. 
This Text is yery full and comprehenſiye, de- 
noting the whole of the ChriſtiamDodarine in very 
few words, and allo of admirable weight to forti- 
fie the Chriſtians againſt the Errors-and Hereſies 
of thoſe times, particularly to- oppoſe the prevail- 
ing Se of the Gnoſtick Herofie, which: our Apo- 
tle here refers to, and which. for Senſuality and 


OPecni 


- - that everclouded the beaury of the Church : For 


open Wickedneſs was the greateſt Deformitics 


this Se& were a People that-did allow their Con- 
verts a greater liberty in their Lifes, than Chriſtj- 
ans did admit. The Apoſtles preacht up a good 
Life as neceſſary to Salvation, but thele on the 
contraty did aſſert, that a man might be a Chriſtian, 
and at the ſame time'uſe the utmoſt freedom with 
the greateſt Epicure : Upon this ſcore they gain'd 
ground in-thoſe early times, they found the Peo- 
ple very tractable and eafte to be wheed['d to ſuch 
a licentious Creed, when they did affirm that a 
man may love the World more then God, it was 
no hard matter in thoſe times to gain Proſelites : 

ſuch pallatablepleaſing Drines were Fallowel with- 
out much Conſideration, But the Apoſtles of 
our Lord, who had conyerſed with their Maſter, 
and had the greateſt reaſon to know his Senſe of 
things, are clearly of another mind, which all 
have with St James in Oppoſition to theſe Liber- 
tines, acquainted us, that Religion whichmuſt ren- 
derevery man acceptable to God, is pureand un- 
defiled, and conſiſts in viſiting the Fatherleſs and 
- Widow 1n their Aﬀfiictions, and to keep himſelf 
| | oC ” unſpotted 


wn CE 
unfpotted from the World. Thewords will ob- 
{ige me to do thee twothings. 1}, In general to ſhew 
that Religion which we muſt ever hope to pleaſe 
God with,is pure and Spiritual, without mixture of 
Hypocriſte or Senſuallity. 2dly. That Charity 
to the Needy and Purity of Life are the Eſſential 
parts of this Religion, which are explicitly deli- 
vered in the Text: The formerin theſe words, wi- 
ſiting the Fatherleſs and Widow: The latter in 
theſe, keeping himſelf unſpotted from the World. 
Firſt, I am to ſhew in general that the Religion 
whereby we muſt ever hope to pleaſe God, is of 
 untainted Purity, without any mixture of Hypo- 
crifie, or Senſuallity. In order to which I hope 
I may take for granted the Being of a God, which 
thing being pre-ſuppos'd as a truth, it is hardly to 
be conceived, how a man can well {atisfie a brut- 
tiſh and irrational Deity, that will be impoſed up- - 
on by his Creatures, and worſhipd at any rate. 
Howis it poſlible fora Man to believe that God 
ſhould approve of Vice, or any wie connive at 
the praQice of it. But admit a Man be fo abſurd, 
and fo offer Violence to himſelf, the Scripture is fo 
plain and conyincing, proclaiming the divine dil- 
| pleaſure 
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pleaſure againſt every thing that is Evil, Hypocri- 
tical and Unſtncere, that he thatowns the former, 
cannot deny the Leer. that is in words at length : 

He that believes the truth of the Scriptures, that 
God: does not equivocate with Mankind , but 


ſneaks. as he means ; that Man mult of neceſſl Ity 


confels that nothing can be a. pleaſing Sacrifice to 
God,but what is Spiritual and Holy,and by ſtrong 
conſequence that every thing of what ſtamp ſoeyer 
that 1s not rea] and honeſt, is an abomination in 
his ff gh, and is fo very plain chat he that runs may 
read it, For how often does the Almighty de- 
clare by the Mouth of his Holy Prophets, that 
no VWickedneſs ſhall dwell with *h For thou art 
not a, God that hath pleaſure in W ickedueſs, nei- 
tber fball Ewvil dwell with thee, Plal. 5. 4. Who- 


ver hath been acquainted eyer fo lick wet the 


Holy Scripture, cannot but have obſerved it tobe. 


the alual Stile thereof, even under the Jewiſh Diſ- 
penlation : Though the outward W orſhip for 
lome reaſons, which I cannot now ſtand to —_ | 
was different trom that now. required at our hands 
in the Chriſtian Church. God made a folemn 


declaration againſt Sacrifices, 11a. 1. 12. When ye. 
come 


@,. come before me, who hath required this at your 
hands to tread my Courts ? Bring no more vain Oh- 
lations, &c. Which was to ſhew that this wasnot 
that which God required of them alone ; for by 
reaſon of the Fews obſtinacy, the gracious and 
merciful Lawgiver was plealed to condeſcend to 
their Capacities, and to command them the OQb- 
ſervance of thole things as were moſt likely to keep 
them in a tollerable {ubje&ion, the primary Inſtt- 
tution of thoſe Spiritual Obleryances, was no 0- 
therwite deſton'd then to gratifie their Pallates ; for 
even under the Law,Obedience was molt ſuitable, 
moſt acceptable to the Divine Nature, and there- 
fore we find that God calls for other things from 
them, ſuch as theſe, V/aſh and be clean ; put away 
the evil of your doings before mine eyes : Ceaſe ta 
do evil, learn to do well : ſeek judgment, del: wer the 
oppreſſed ; judge the Fatherleſs. Thele axe, ſub- 
ſtantial Duties, ſuch as became the Majeſty of a 
wiſe God to demand, and an obedient. People to 
perform. Andit the divine Wiſdomexadted In- 
ternal: Holineſs from the Rubborn. unmannagable 
Jew, much more. now - from  us- under. the 
Goſpel.. W hen.our Saviour diſcourſkd the Wo- 

Dx; man. 
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"man of Samaria, Fohn' 4. 23. he was pleaſed to 
fay that the hour was come, when the true Wor. 
ſhippers ſhould worſhip the Father in $ pirit and 
Truth : whence it is naturalto infer, that the Re- 
ligion which we- ought to pay to our Heavenly 
Facher, is not born of Noife or Art, but a new 
Nature in forming the Minds of Men, whereby 
we are taught to know him; and knowing God, 
to love him with all our Soul, and with all our 
Strength, and to conform our ſelves as much as we 
can to that PerfeQtion which is eminently in God, 
the jmitation of him in Living well, being the beſt 
means of arriving to ſome likeneſs, Beholding the 
Glory of God, we are transformed into the ſame 
Image. 'Tis true indeed, the = did - expe&t 
the Meſtab ſhould have alarmd.che World with 
Drums and Trumpets, and that he ſhould have 
marched through the World, as it isreported Vi- 
Rorious Hannbal did ſometimes wats the Alps, 
making way where he found none, planting his 
Goſpel by torce of Arms; but judging this way 
to be more Military than Religious, he publick- 
ly declard before Plate the Governour, that bis 
Kingdom was not of this World, Joh. 8.36. .I was 


nor 
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(9:) 
hot ſuch a one as the Jews wereafraid of, a Govern- 
ment ſet up; to. deſtroy that? of Herod, but a Spi- 
ritual Throne-to/ be erected. in'the . Hearts of his 
choſen People, to influence their Lives, and make 
them fit Heirs for-the Kingdom of Heaven. 'T hat 
Religion which.the;moſt. meek, and innocent Lord 
planted in the minds of-men,..obliges its Profeſſors 
to. paſs quietly -and” inoffenf#ely through: this 
. World, and by the moſt fafe and, prudent, . the 
moſt pious and excellent Methods, ” to ſteer .their 
Courleto Happineſs, to lay hold on Eternal Life. 
This engages men heartily to the Obedience . of 
their Superiors, it polleſſes. the mind; with Uniyer- 
ſal.Charity,} with ehqmoſt profound Meeknels and 
Hamulity,, i does not. gratifie any impotent filly 
Pafſion-in Man :. we are all 'by Nature inclined 
more or [els to.that dreadful atof Revenge ; . we 
are apt for,cvery-trifling, diſpuſt, ' to call to the 
Earth to_ſ{wallow..up our: -Adyerlaries; as it did 
ſometimes Korab, Dathan and Abiram. But it is 
the lingular prerogativeof the Goſpel, to. quiet and 
allay even this troubleſome. yexing, Inelination of 
Revenge, by teaching.us to overcome Evil with 
Goody Well then, ſuppoſe a Man to be Rich 
ts 5 and 
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and mighty in the was and to beaffronted by 
4 poor Creature. Eet him” call to:rmind, - that he 
is a Chriſtian as well as a Rich Man ; and what 
his greatneſs as a rich man mighe juſtly abhor, his 
Charity as a Chriſtian might be willing to bear what 
As poweras a great man might tempt to reyenge;his 
Charity as a (briſtian night teach him to forgive. 
This is the Condetcending Spirit of the Goſpel, 
different from that which by ns we can have. 
There is no Wickedneſs which is not efteQually 
reſtrained by it, notthe leaſt Virtue which receives 
not a generous encouragement from it. And now 
does not this Religion ſufficiently recommend it ſelf 
to mankind ? Need it any thithg elle to court our 
Aﬀetions ? ' The Heathen x very ſenſible 
of the worth of Religion, that they abeuys ſtif'd 
their denfenfive War, pro Aris '&» Focis: They 

olacd their Altars before their Hearths , their 

_hurches before their Eſtates and Houſes. And 
if they ſo highly valu'da fallefoppiſh Religion; how 

ſhall we ever ſet a juſt yalue uponthe true, the pure, 
the undefiled Religion-6f Chriff? That Religion 
which we contend: for before God, that which 
| _” it ſelf EE alfiic parts of the Sol, en- 


gaging 
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gaging the whole man in a fixa, ſteady, and con- 
ſtant courſe of Righteouſnets. And now I am 
come to ſpeak of the parts which are Eſſential to 
it, the Firſt of which is (harity tothe Needy. Up- 
on whichthe Holy Scriptures throughout do give 
a higher preference than any other Duty. Solo- 
mon himfelf, the richeſt Monarch that ever reigned. 
in Feruſalem, and the wiſeſt of the Eaſtern Sophies, 
no leſs a Prophet then a King, teacheth us, Ecclef. 
' 11.4. (aft thy Bread upon the Waters, and after 
many days ſhalt thon find it, Commentators :gree; 
that theſe W ords of che Preacher, Caſt thy Bread 
upon thelVaters, exhort us to the Relief of all ſuck 
as are diſtreſſed. Wemay find that Bread may: 
be taken for Alms, if we converſe with the  He- 
brews the Original =» ; Lehem, which: we com- 
monly tranſlate Bread, is taken inthe Scripture tor 
all forts of Proviſions; in thatſenſe you-may read 
in Dent. 8. 3. Lehem ſignifies the Fleſh: of Beaſts 
facrificed, Lev. 3. 11. Itis uſed for the Fruit of 
Trees, Fer. 11. 19. Lebem is takenfor the Fod- 
der of Cattle, Pſal. 14. 7. becauſe the Hebrew 
Language conſiſting of few. words, one: VW ord 
did bear many Signtfications, So that this. word 
= C ” 4 Lehem: 
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Lebem amoneſt the Fews,, did import all manner 
of Subſiſtence, every thing that Man or Beaſt us'd 
to live-upon. . In which ſenſe. it is taken in-the 
Lord's Prayer, and in a larger fenle,there implying 
not only the Neceffaries of our Body, but alſo 
that Angels food, ( that =» tv iur m» iminw, Luke 
I2, 12.) the Blefſed Sacrament, by which 
our Souls are nouriſh'd to Eternity, The word 
Waters alſo admits of divers Interpretations : Yet 
without doubt all Objects of Charity are here de- 
fiend by it, that is the ſeveral parts of Mankind, 


| all ſuchas appear poor, infirm, or any way miſe- 


rable, all that are deſtitute of Friendsand Comfort, 
that with -dejeted  Countenances implore your 
Pity. You ſhall find it after many days. For 
encouragement, their are preſent Remunerations 
for thoſe that are Charitable ; they ſhall have their 
 Wilhes very much gratifyd in this World, and 
in the World to.come, their Hopes ſhall expire 
in a happy Fruition. Thou ſhalt live many days 
to do Good with thy Riches, and when thou haſt 
finiſhed thy Courſe of multiplying good Offices to 
thy Brethren ; then after many days thou ſhalt 
find an Heavenly Treaſure, to the Accompliſh- 

| ment 


(13) 
ment of thy felicity. If we come iato the New 
Teſtament, we ſhall ſee it full and repleniſht with 
trequent Exhortations to this Duty, and propor- 
tionable Rewards annexed. If you are pleaſed 
| to read over the Writings of St. Paul, c{p=cially 
his 1 3th Chapter of his firſ# Epiſile to the Corinthi- 
ans, you will find that the glorious Fabrick of 
 (Friſtianityis founded upon (parity ; 'tis not only 
a ſingle Grace without, but all the Virtues wrapt 
up in one Word. This does all the Work. It 
is the Salt wherewith we are ſeaſoned. Without 
Charity we can neither be good Chriſtians, nor 
dutiful Subje&ts : Without this, we do expunge 
our ſelves even out of the Catalogue of (þriſtians, 
&-» de faFo, put our ſelves into that of Infidels. So 
true is that of the Eloquent Apoſtle, If we have 
all other things in a moſt ample exquiſite manner, and 
bawe not Charity, we are as ſounding Braf, Sr, and a 
tinkling Cymbal. But it is not my deſign to ſpeak 
of Charity in ſo large a ſenſe, as is condemns all 
unmercitul cenſuring of other mens Acions,or as it 
forbids eyery pitiful Unchriſtian Revenge, but as 
it particularly relates tothe Relief of our Brothers 
Neceſlities.: and that taken in this ſenſe, is a con- 
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fiderable Branch of our Religion. But ſome may 
peradventure think that Rich Men are only con- 
'ctern'd in this Nuty, as having wherewithal to ex- 
erciſe their Charity, and conſequently ' that the 
poorer fort are excluded from having any ſhare in 
it, being themſelyes meer Objects of Pity. But 
did we allow of this fooliſh way of arguing, we 
ſhould be forc'd to confeſs, that our Saviour ( hriſt 
was the moſt miſerable Perſon upon Earth, who 
was ſo yery poor, that he had not where to lay his 
Head. Paſt all peradventure, God who is the 
Author of our Faculties, every Man in ſome mea- 
ſure may be beneficial to Mankind. Inſomuch 
that Men of all qualities, high and low, rich and 
1 are to-their power concerned to conſult the 

eceſlities of mankind. Many are the Afﬀictions 
which are incident to Man in this Life. When © 
the unjuſt Man enters into the Field of the Father- 
leſ. r, and removes the Old Land-mark. Here isan 
opportunity for the States-man to ſhew himſelf a 
Patrern of Good Works, in being like God, who 
helps thoſe to Right, who ſaffer Wrong. When 
the Simple is out of the way, that is an occaſion 
ofter'd to the Learned to recoyer a Soul;which our 
P”. | | > DayIour 
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Saviour died for. Let him reſtore ſuch a one in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs, by Advice and Counſel, Let 
him endeavour to turn the Hearts of the Diſobedi- 
ent to the Wiſdom of the Fuſt. This is to be like 
him who cameto Preach the Goſpel, who came not 
zo call the Reghteous, but Sinners to Repentance, 
and went about doing Good. When the Aged and 
Orphans are in want, then let the Rich Man glory 
in his Riches, by filling the empty Bowels, and 
relieving the gaping Neceflities of the Poor, and 
to lay up a good Foundation: for the time to come. 
And now what can the: Fatherlefs and W idow do ? 
are theſe poor Creatures capable of being uletu] in 
their Generation ? can they make any grateful 
Compenſation or R.cturn to- their Benetactors 
Yes, certainly, the meaneſt Peaſant in his Cot- 
| tage may in ſome ſenſe oblige the Prince in his: 
Throne, thatis by their Prayers, to which the Di- 
vine Goodneſs ſeemeth to bear .an extraordinary 
regardin Scripture, Pſal.69. 33. The Lord beareth- 
the Prayer of the poor and deſtitute,and their (ry is 
not hid from him. And did we thus in our feve- 
ral Stations and Capacities, ſtudy and delight to- 
do good, and promote the welfare of our Brethren, 
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(16 ) 
how happy ſhonld we be ? There would be no 
leading into Captivity, no juſt matter. of Com- 
*plaint in our Streets. *Tis our duty to att thus, 
1ſt, As we are Men. 2dly. As weare Chriſtians. 


| Firſt, Nature it {elf hath made ſuch alliance between 


Man and Man, as are not to be broken upon eve- 
ry triffting diſagreement. If there were no other tie 
than that of common Humanity, it is plain that 
that will highly oblige us to ſtand in the Gap,to pre- 


' _ vent, if we can, a Brother's ruine. "Tis not be- 


low any Man, to ſtoop to kind and neighbourly 
Offices, Nam part ſorte naſcimur. V irtute diſtin- 
gaimur. Naturehath plac'd all Mankind upon a 
Level. Though Providence, for ſome wile and 
neceſſary ends, hath diſtinguiſh d our Stations, pla- 
cing ſome upon plain, others upon riſing Ground : 
Some in a high, others in a low Condition: Yet 
we are all plac'd within the reach of God's Power, 
he that may humble the.moſt proud andlofty. Ir 
may be one Day or other our own Caſe to. bein 
want,and therefore it isan A& of Common Prudence 
and Policy to Relieye a Brother : And this is not 
a thing ſpoken at a yenture, but upon ſound deli- 
beration, and from the Nature and Circumſtances 


of 


——— ; 

of our ſtate here below. Heb. 13. 3.*' Remember 
them that ſuffer Adverſty, as being your ſelves alſo 
7n that Bedy.. This is fo reaſonable a duty, as to 
neglect it, is to ſink below Nature, and to be in-- 
conſiſtent with our ſelves, as we are Men. And 
it fo; then it will be unneceſſary to heap up Scrip- 
tures, to prove it our Duty as we are Chriſttans, 7M 
from the beginning it was not fo, though the Go- 
{pel hath much enlarg'd and improv'd tt. Abra- 

ham, Lot, Fob, thele were © yery eminent Exam- 
_ ples of this Duty under the Law, in entertaining 
the Fatherle(s into their Houſes, and inviting the 
Poor to their own Tables. But if any pretend 
that this is of Jewiſh concernment, and not ſo 
much relating to: the/time-of the Goſpel, which is 
nota Law of Works. Our Saviour will reply, 
That he came not to deftroy the Law and the Pro- 
phets, bur-to fulfit; not to baniſh Charity our - 
ofthe World, but to tmprove it, to enlarge its 
Empire among'the Sons 'of Men. So that to ex- 
erciſe ( harity, is to follow the very Steps of our 
Saviour, and to obey the dictates of our Supream 
Maſter. Of fo great worth and truth was this 
Fundamental Truth in his account, - that he ſeems 
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to aſſign Men's Portion in- the next Life, accor- 
ding to'their, Gharitable Ads in this,, Marth. 25. 
25s For 4 Was 2n hungyed, &c.' i The Phariſees, 
thoſe devout Hypocrites, ' were ſeemingly exact, 
dividing, the Hair-in Religion ; but our Saviour 
was pleas'd to give them a more Compendious, as 
well as a more ſafe way to be Religious, Lake 1 1. 
41. Give Alms of ſuch things as you have, -and be- 
hold all things are clean to you. They are efficact- 
ous to pr Pr fare us, as It is poflible for 
W ords to be,. or Men to conceive. How comes 
it to paſs then((that confidering the frequent Incul- 
cations of the Goſpel to. this in every page) Men 
are generally ſo Lacharitable. Chiefly from: theſe 
two . Firſt, Becauſe Men entertain-a 
falſe notion of (harity,. placing of it purely in bare 
Wiſhes and Compaſſionate AﬀeRions. Secondly, 
Becauſe Men are, pleasd to. paſs by (, harity asno 
part, of Religion.., Both.are abſurd and-very pre-: 
judicial to the growth of Piety amongſtus. Some 
Men are apt -to, ſtile. themſelyes Charitable, when 
they da. no, harm, by: a meer abſtinence from E- 
vil ;, but ſet no Man deceive himſelf. When we - 
are commanded to.laye our Brother, tis not _ 
Or- 


: 


forbidden us to hate him, 'but we are commanded 
to omit no opportunity of expreſſing our Loveby 
our Acions; to love in Deed and in Truth. 
Certainly, you would judge' that Man Unchri. 
ſtian, who ſeeing his Neighbours Houle on Fire, 
would not afliſt and contribute his Endeayours to 
the quenching of ir. - It is prepoſterous for us to 
hug our ſelves: with the thoughts of being Righte- 
ous, when really we are not; not to relief the 
Poor, is to oppreſs him ; not to heal his Sores, in 
a Scripture diak&t; is in cffe<& the lame, * as to 
wound and- laſh him. You know the Parable, 
Luke 10. 30. He that went down from Jericho, 
and fell among T hieves, ſiript of his Garments, and 
half dead ; the Prieſt went that way, ſaw him and 
paſſed by on the other fide ; the Levite alſo came 
and looked on, and that was all, Thele men, the 
Prieſt -and Levite, added nothing to his Mileries; 
they left the Poor'Man as they found him'* And 
were they Charitable ? They' were ſo far from 
being Charitable, that ro my apprehenſion, they 
were little better then the Thieves that robb'd him. 
T his I mentioned on purpoſe to ſet you fee thar 
Religion. does not conſiſt in pare Negatiyes. 'Tis. 
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not enough. to ſhake. our Heads at the. Calamitics 
of our Neighbour, and to pleale our {elves that we 
were not acceſſary to his Ryine ; we are to be- 
hold the good Sawaritan, that. took Compaſſion 
on him, that bound up his Wounds, brought 
him to his Inn, and took care of him, - We are 
commanded by the great Exemplar of Charity, 
To go and do likewiſe. Some are pleasd to pals 
by that Duty, counting it an underyaluing, of the 
Blood of Chriſt,' and a beggarly way. of going to 
Heaven. But I thmk it is 'very-ſad,if we can find in 
our Hearts to part with nothing for his fake, -that 
parted with his Life tor ours. Prayers alone can- 
not attone his\Diſpleaſure, though \we are not to 
look upon them as fruitlels and unneceflary ; how- 
ever, | ſpeak this to ſtir up! your 'minds, -by way of 
Remembrance, that we are not to expect the 'ta- 
vour of a holy and wile God, bythe meer impor- 
runity of.our Devotion, without Conſcience of 
Obeying. his Commands. Thele'two havea Re- 
ciprocal influence upon each other. '-Fhe Wor- 
ſhip of - God without Obeglence, -is vain. So 
Obedience without W orſhip is impoſſible. 'Tho' 
we break our Hearts in Prayer, all our moſt 

; zealous 
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zealous paſſionate Addreſſes without Charity and 
Purity of Defires, will infallibly periſh in the Air - 
So true is that of the Pſalmiſt, Tf I regard Iniquity 
in my Heart, God will not hear me. To do good 
therefore, and communicate, forget not ; for with 
ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. And to I am 
come to the Second Eſſential Part of Religion 
To keep himſelf Unſpotted from the World, which 
conſiſts in Purity of Life. This is a precept which 
ſeems ar firſt ſight to ſtagger the beſt Chriſtian ; for 
conſidering all the inviting allurements of this world, 
the Pleaſures and the Profits of it. Who among 
the Sons of Men can believe himſelf able to re- 
nounce all ? Is it poſſible for Fleſh and Blood to 
forego Houſes and Eſtates, is it ſeen to attempt 
it ? This ſeetns to cat off the Sinews of our En- 
deavours, and to lay aſleep the Powers of the 
Mind. Wirth Men this is impoſſible; but it we 
look up, with God all things are poſſeble. To 
prevent _— therefore, two things are 
neceſſary to be conſitered « Firſt, T hat thereis no 
ablolute Rate on this fide Heaven : no "+ in Re- 
Tigion. 1 mean a Hitherto thou ſhalt go in Holt- 
neſs, and no further. The Apoſtle ſaith, Grow in 
Grace, But how long, not a word of that ; we 
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22 
are to be ſtill doing, rill we.come to Heaven, whoſe 
happineſs conſiſts in Viſion. We are not topre- 
tend to Apoſtles purity, as the Bleſſed Angels 

are called Pure, While we arein the Body, cor- 
ruption will be found in us. It was the peculiar of 
Chriſt, who was God as well as Man, to ſay, The 
Prince of this World bath nothing in me, John 114. 

30. 2dly, We need not employ our Care to 
keep our ſelyes from all the things of this World ; 
for tisnot the property of every thing in it to ſtain 
and defile the Soul, Weare allowed a free genu- 
ine Converſe to Love as Brethren, nay to love the 
World, but always with this proviſo, that we do 
not. equal that with. our Loye of God. We are 
then to uſe our utmoſt endeavours,to bring the Bo- 
dy under the command of the Spirit, by keeping 
our ſelves free from W orldly Pollutions, that is 
the Luſt of the Eye, the Luft of the Fleſh, and the 
Pride of Life. This being well conſidered, we 
cannot deſpair of attaining a perfe& Conqueſt over 
the World ; for whatever ought to be the Obje& 
of our juſt and reaſonable Deſires is allowed” us in 
it. But with what Armour ſhall we fight ? By 

what means ſhall we lay hold upon the Crown ?' St. 

Fohn will tell you, that it is by Faith. in the Son of 

God. 


So os a 
God. Who is he that overcometh the W orld ? 
Ic is He that believeth that Feſus is the Sou of God. 
The Iſraelztes as long as they thought upon the 
Gyants and Anakims, were not convinced of the 
poſſibility of Conquering the Land of Canaan: So 
may it fare with us, if we inſiſt only upon the diffi- 
culties of our Chriſtian Warfare, that there are 
ſrivings without, and ſtrivings within: our Spi- 
rits may flag. But it we muſter up the Auxiliaries 
of our moſt Holy Faith: when we compare our 
Aſſiſtants with the difficulties: that as their is a 
Devil without to tempt us, ſo their is a Spirit with- 
in to help our Infirmities, and a God aboye to in- 
tercede for us, we have juſt reaſon to be of good 
Cheer, to deny our ſelves,” and to go on to per- 
fetion, knowing that we ſhall reap in due time, if 
we faint not, It was an excellent Advice of the 
Son of Sirach. My Son, if thou come to ſerve the 
Lord, prepare thy Soul for Temptation, Eccleſ. 2.1. 
He that defires to arrive at a good degree of Ho- 
lineſs, muſt call in all the Forces of his Soul, for fo 
noble atchievements, prepare himlelt to go to Bat- - 
tel againſt his Enemies To ſubdue our Paſſions, 
to break off old Habits and Cuſtoms, is not a work 
ſo caſte, as that may be effeRed in a moment : all 
|  - F 2 - which 
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which is includedin. this,in. keeping our ſelves unſpot- 
ted from the World: We cannot do all this in a 
Hurry, but muſt be exerciſed in; this great work 
Day and Night. It muſt be conteſt that our Sa- 
viour's own Diſciples were not ſo mortified to the 
world, but they did: contend among themſelves ho 
ſhould be greateſt, being bred in the Jewiſh Reli- 

1on, which was. attended with temporal Promiles,, 
but having fully underſtood the deſign of their Ma- 
ſter's Coming, how holily.and humbly, how meck- 


S. - ly and inoffenſruely did they walk through this. 


treacherous world. I he Heathens called the Chri-. 
ftians a company of Ideots, for abandoning the. 
Pleaſures of this W orld for ſome future Contin-. 
gencies, as they term'd thoſe of: the World to. 
come. This may betollerable jn Pagans, buttheir- 
are no motives that a Chriſtian ſhould. be in love 
with this Life. For he that believes that- eternal. 
damnation-is due to any Sin, cannot conſider this, 
andgratifie a Luſt. Hethat ſtedfaſtly believes that- 
the Wrath of God ſhall be executed upon thoſe that- 
obey not the Toſ] pel, will not, if. he might be Maſter. 
of the whole World, loſe his own Soul ; ſuch a- 
Man js above Temptation, will reſiſt ali the charms 
of Senlualliry, as Religious Foſeph did the Im- 


portunities, 


portunities of Potiphar's Wife, with a' How ſa)) 
F do this wickedneſs, and Sin againſt God? So re- 
markable and Heroick was-the Mortification of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, lo little regard had they to 
the concerns of this Life, that as ſoon asthey were 
conyinced that there was another, immediately 
upon this Joytul News, as many as had Lands 
and Eſtates, fold them, and brought the Money and 
laid it at the Apoſtles Feet, Ads 4. 24. Andif 
believe the ſame bleſſed Relurretion, why are we 
{o concerned for our Lands.and Poflelſions ? why 
do we tremble every moment leaſt. the Darlings of 
ours be ſnatched away fromus? is it not becaule our 
AﬀeTions are not.yet-ont things above, but on things 
0N Ear th. : o8 | | ; 

And now having done with the Text, and ſeen 
that: the Religion which muſt fit us for the King- 
dom of Heaven, is holy and undefiled.;; What re- 
mains-on our parts, but that we ſeriouſly engage onr 
ſelves in the anal prattice-of it ,which will bring us. 
in many and mighty. adyantages, 1/#, Beſides the 
particular influence it-will have upon our felves,by 
eſtabliſhing a firm: Peace within a Good ( onſcience, 
of having done our. Duty, which is the moſt ſure Re- 
ſuge. in time of need; It will alſo have a mighty 
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force upon Strangers to the Commonwealth of 1/- 
rael ; 1f we delight our ſelves in doing good. T hoſe 
Men that will not come to our Churches to'thear 
us what we ſpeak, may m our Streets, by ſeeing 
what we do, in a-manner convinced-of the truth of 
our Doarine ; when they ſee chat our Eyes are 
lent to the Blind to dire& them, when they lee 
that our Feet areJent to the Lame to ſupport them, 
when they ſee that we part with a Coat to him that 
hath none, they will ſay God is in this People of a 
Truth, ſurely the Fear of God is in this Place. So 
that what our DoGrines can neither convince nor 
convert, our Actions may- do both, .our Liyes ſer- 
ving inſtead of Arguments: to conyince-Unbelic- 
vers, that we are of the Houſhold of Faith.  2dly, 
If wecannot arrive to this, to gain Proſelites to the 
Faith by our Exemplary Piety, yet this at leaft 
will be the bleſſed effe& of it, we ſhall thereby in- 
fallibly ſtop the Mouths of Gainlayers, and 
defeat. the Hopes of our Adverlaries, if fo be ( ha- 
rity ſpreads it ſelf like the thriving Muftard-ſeed in 
the Parable, in our Citics, and in.,our Fanulies. 
How happily, how fafely, ſhould we lodge in the 
fruitful Branches thereof. Itwe ſtrive like the An- 
'gelr of God, to love each other ; if we ſmcerety 


price 


prafice this pure Religion, our Adverlaries ſhall 
never prevail againſt us. T his /:ttle Iſland ſhall 
continue as it is this day, the mark of Envy to all. 
the Nations round about us. The Abominati-. 
ons of Deſolation ſhall never ſtand in the Hoy: 
Place. If we do our Duty, God will not fail to 
manifeſt his Care for $ i - he will ſhew that he 
| loveth the Gates of Sion more than all the Dwel- 

lings of Facob. 3dly, and laſtly, the PraQtice of this: 
moſt Holy Religion, will notonly ſecure us from. 
danger,but allo procure us everlaſting happineſs here-. 
after. Charity and: Purity of Life are * nes 
%«-a. things that accompany valvation as the A- 
poſtk ſpeaks, without theſe and the benefits of his- 
Death,we cannot be faved.; and with theſe we can- 
not be damned: T heſe will ſeal Happineſs to onr- 
Duſt and make us immortal in the Grave. By the 
tenour: of theſe Graces we are in atual Communion- 
with the Church militant here on-Earch, and with-- 
out which we muſt never hope to- be made Mem-- 
bers of.the Triumphant in Heayen. 
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